Ultimate Cakes

The confections that come out of Owen Dyers kitchen in York can almost
steal the show at a weddmg By Virgimia L Woodwell

HEM Tason Pithe and Rence B
weere [ookimge bor a site tor their wed
ditig last fall, they bt wpon the proturescpe
Yok Caoll and Terms Club, and then they
rmaster wedding

fowared — nurabale dico

cake maker Chwen Dwver Renee now’ siys
withoiit the shghtest hestation o qualifica
[RERLY | le was 'A.|r|'|J|L|I a chogh EhL‘ baest
part el cuir engire wedding! Non anly, she
explams, did | ves cralt bor them an excouis
iwely concewed and executed thiree-tered
cake that mcorporated Scattish maonls mio
it checor Teormatch a ceremany i wlech all
the mien wore kilts), but Diver himselt, i his
energy and onthusism, became an imag
inafive '.11.\||- |||||p. m aci |lﬂ1r11|lii|il1r'll..!
trovble shooter. and - a comboring Friend
diging  the  whole  wedding planning
[T \flu.' Wi AT .lr'liL"HHJ'.- ILJ]‘K dsexeill
ed abont your wedding as you ane” Renee
RLLTTLET T T 20 _pl.l_l ||1 u-r1.||:|!i'|. WIS
(e [ er i lorty omee, bat he has the
exkitbe rance armd coerey ol somieone |'I-|d|f |'II\
aue. Uwnial and of shght stature but high

drve, Diver tregquenthy breaks out inoa fast

Hashed grin chat s as broad as s stare 15
interse So vou believe lom o when he savs
"My mindd nevet stops U constantly, con
stantly creating

Hus cakes, ay a resualt, are as vaned as can
be. Their short lives are recorded in photo
albumes, e tabes the prolessional - oualivy
photes hrmsell, And the desserts ame mcticu
lowsly cratted with respect 1o cvery detail
viach cake urnnue and custom designed The
ratters are madke frosm scratc by, lollosengs st
od meapes of Pyvers own dievising. Styles
range ron elegant and tradinomal to, well
gooby. Among the latter, lor example. was a
et bered creation replicating a sand cas
tee replete with pail and dimimative shells
tor a couple who became engaged on a
beach Another cake two deet high and pre
pared lor eighty -bve memberfol a proom's
ATty s i - ale o iy b it ol Her &
lerry's, complete with a napkin and a scoop
bevase when the groom proposed be had
bdden the engagement rng in the e cream
the bride-to-be was about 1o devenr

Much mone commaon i | hver's baking

expenence, however are the comdentional
chaflenges 1 whech contecnonery rephcas
ot tabrncs or flowers dominate the ou
tomizing The cake ardered by Tason Piche
and Fenee Brochu s a good cample i
wove a llack Wach aman into a “tabru

at the base ol the cake, and e i lhedéed o
tiny carved mmages of the claddagh symbwl
ol love an s sides. adeing a crest mono
prammed with the couples mital Bur cas
cading down the liers ol the cake frinn a
irown ol blue hydrangeas were a wmble ol
il Lhe

vellow roses, cach, like all the el

cake's decomation —and like the shells m th
satid castle fand the sanc stselt | and the scoop
with the mock e cream —entirely edible
Dver laughs when he descrbes o
peaple are often looled by the re ylism in
his cakes He personally hand delivers
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ing at the same ome asked where he gt
s Hlowers. When he sand he had mads
them, she looked a btde more clisely m

{1k

M, Diver had wo explain, they wer

his cake and saicl | see [Thevn

ulk
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ol chocolare, sculpred and panted 1o
ok like petals

All of his cakes, [Dver says pevealing
suitne i) the secrets of s cralt, are covered

rh L

Chocolae “clay” bom which he shapes irems

ina Swes mennpue butter cream
[ike the e creamy scoop s a mixiuee of meft-
ed chovolate and cor synip Canm paste
alsor called sugar paste, which hardens into
the consstency of cormnmcs, can be used 1o
painstakirpely sculpt tems like a spray ol
bty s breath, o the gold piptog and fow

g Inngzes andd tssels ona Victonan antigue
iy r|||}| v | wer Hoods the surtace of thie
bosards o which he rests his cakies — thes

besards” are actually ol halb-inch-thick

beather-Dight foam core — with roval icimg
made up ol menague powder, conlection
er'e supar, and water, a sulstance that can
dlser, B penits aut be wirned ino opales

enl hstemmg "peards

0 WEM Diwver has had no forrnal training
i Lhe baking Isiness bt et has had
it anl

frmng .'||'||| &l ||‘1'|i|l‘|p; mterest -

e cake makinge business that be s o
b s ik ||1||T|-| i~ li_.j|||:'|.| combecton At a
e that st abowit sarms up the enterprse
A Camildshor matrve. be eamed an assool
ates degree inart, with a locos on drawing
and sculpture, in 1979 fnam the Llniversiy
ol Maine at Sugosts, and spent the Tollow
g vear studving graphic design ar the
ey of Delaware For the next tve
vty he wits i Beston, working bor owo vieans

a4 secunty puard at the Musaen of Fine

[Pantry Callery, Sac 2728492660
Marhle

[ e stall at the Pastry Caller

spanish Yamlla Admond
| temiism
e ready (o make just ahout any fla
wor lor vou (they T even bake vou up
voarrnt cake ), and they re P Loy any
desipenr rices range lrom %2 _"".' pel
servine dor o cake with vanilla:-hutte
e e sk b $2.75 bowr vanee ERTRTRIEA
by the Marha-Stewarr- favored rolled

Fesudaeit

he contesses mow, b used (o

Arts. where
st an a timy notebock 1o make forbidaden
shetches of greas works Then o mne years
e ot huss arteste Bent 1o work a5 a windonw
thresser trveling iy ool diswn the castern
seabyoardd for [ esipns, i

[Lard aatt lrom that job last vear, he was
encouraged by nends 1o werm o cake
makirge full-time Boat he's resisted that
temptation, He's pow managing 4 col
lectibles shop on weekdays and lakmg
o oweekends M| osev a goal he savs
ilustrating some of the pertinacity he
appliesta his cake-decorating, 'l accom

plish it And hes ot ready st jLst

vl foar the big switch

Meanwhile, he's contimueed 1 siudy
Cake-making though not a1 cooking
sohonl Some ol hs I|I1I|'.I11H shlls he
gained long ago tram his mother ("she's
a great cook When all the other kids
were out playing, | was i the kitchen
with my mother | was alwiays al hey
elbowe | thought it was more inferestimg
Many skills, tricks: and techmmues have

absoy come from books from Julia Child's

et Them Eat Cake?
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Bewer known tor bus macarmoons, Steven
Watts i also o coke makmye arise Call
ahead though beciime be'sa popular gus
in e Rockpon neighborhod mmakmge
dessers for many area oliens

Lewistan, 207 7He 5500

Cakes by Su
Sue Herrick has Been baking wedding
cakes since 1947 and she specalizes in

cumtom diesipn She'll even deliver sethun

Maikerries Ha !||I.|III..'|':..| |:'I|.|J.III'|I:-.'| Marne il « ok yiu TR = A ifa

to lames Beard's and Martha Stewart's
"I":"I_'I I :l'g-'l.'r wiys 0l the |.:|:Il r — and he
prins puilelessly as he speaks a lot ol
the things she does, | can do betees

As tor the relatianships he establish
eswith his chents, be savs 1 pur a loo ot

wiceess s in the sceommodation and in

eitort in and | make them involved

the details. Hell stisdy a piven wedding
gown 1o reproduce an embaodery pa
tern an that bride's cake he'll track dows
florats ro o make sure his cake’s flowers
match the real thing, and moall this
process and maore, he'll communicate
constantly, back and lorth, with the bride
and groosm nght up until the wedding
dav and the moment he delivers his mas
he savs, They have 1o

rerpiece. | hen

e hapgry with it and Fm disappoine
ed i they're not amazed with

Amazed they are

[he measurne

[asom Mithee and Benee Brochu bave vowiend
o cone back o Chwen | ver lor a cake ast o
soon i they have o daughier reacly tommarmy

Chwen Dhver and his cakes, are both, savs
the happy bride. “awesome
{ hwene | ber 5 brviies i cirlled mfrc o Art el
e works for customens goross nprthem Near Foadlamd
wenied sometly ol Aldssachusetts. He civirges 5990 por

servung s o bose prere, amid mosd Gk L dale, e
wreratded belween §oowh and 5o 20000 (il prce i

titkeey | Fwer benwemn foenty aml soenty Famars 4ol meiceieg

wstoan o aikees therr sfie iy

ane of bs cakes sl wieeks g0 bl i1 s best, here
levre o ¢ omadaaicd ||.lr|| |,,l'|,'|.| if .|_.||'..'||._ F 20T 4p . 2704
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posrty-rnbe radiog of Deweston il shee
iHers bree sample cakes woth every order
foor a cake ol TO0 shoes o mione
Frimks |'-.-|'|-.="‘\!"|n~|| H.:qu“- 7 Ap4 74504
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wecdimg cake conter il thes |l

T
miake any wort ol contection vou desi
T e VL i e Ly Foar $175 vt can
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